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SIECT + Mewslettsr for Sfenior CIA Representatives

The “ollowing item is sumitied by the 0ffice of the Deputy
Director {Administration) for inclusion in the November Newaletter
to the Seniocr Nenrerentotives:

PART I

A rreviously relisble informsnt gave what proved to be a delib-
erately false tip to a representative of the Contact Divielon Office
25X1A * He later gave the seme information to the FBI and thenm
acmitt e was falsa, The Department of Justice brought a criminal
nroaccution for dving false information to the CIA and the ¥iI, Two
CIA emnloyees iere called as itnesses, bub were ordered !y the Director
not to testify acainst the former informant in order to comoly with the
Iirector's responsibility to nrotect intellience sources andmsthods,
Accordingly, the witnesses refumed to testify on the stand, and the
A-oney asserted thet this refusal was based on the Agency's nrivilege
45 -1thhold confidential information, The Court would not accept
thig mositimm and directed the witnesses to answer. They again refused
and were held in contempt of Zourt and siven fifteen days! sentence
aniece, They are now free on bail pending an appeal. This is the
Mret Court test of the Azency!s rishit to protect information it -
considers confidential fron disclosure by Conrt order, Therefors,
the smpeel becomes inmortant. Yesnwhile, the relation of the Contact
Tranch *n its confidential sources has been protected by the refusal
to testify, TFvery ef ort will he nmede to insure that the CIA emnloyees
involved are not nunished for carrying out their orders to proteet
A~ency interests, even to the point of requesting that thay be pardoned
if that becomer necessary,
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